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Copyright and Fair Use Guidelines for Teachers 

CLASSROOM COPYRIGHT CHART  

 Medium Specifics What You Can Do  The Fine Print 

(Example) 
 

Printed Material 
(short) 

• 

• 

• 

• 

• 

• 

• 

• 

• 

• 

• 

• 
• 

Poem less than 250 
words; 250-word 
excerpt of poem greater 
than 250 words 
Articles, stories, or 
essays less than 2,500 
words 
Excerpt from a longer 
work (10 percent of 
work or 1,000 words, 
whichever is less) 
One chart, picture, 
diagram, or cartoon per 
book or per periodical 
issue 
Two pages (maximum) 
from an illustrated work 
less than 2,500 words, 
e.g., a children’s book 

 

Teachers may make 
multiple copies for 
classroom use, and 
incorporate into 
multimedia for 
teaching classes. 
Students may 
incorporate text into 
multimedia projects. 

Copies may be made only from 
legally acquired originals. 
Only one copy allowed per 
student. 
Teachers may make copies in 
nine instances per class per 
term. 
Usage must be “at the instance 
and inspiration of a single 
teacher,” i.e., not a directive 
from the district. 
Don’t create anthologies. 
“Consumables,” such as 
workbooks, may not be copied.  

http://www.mediafestival.org/copyright_chart.pdf  
http://www.halldavidson.net/copyrigh.pdf 
http://www.mediafestival.org/copyrightchart.html 
 
 
 
 

Welcome to the Internet's first and premiere Copyright Registration and 
Information Resource. 

http://www.benedict.com/  
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